Purpose: Chronic tophaceous gout is a painful and disabling inflammatory disease. Surgical treatment for chronic tophaceous gout is very difficult with many complications. This study evaluated the efficacy of shortening scarf osteotomy on the treatment of chronic tophaceous gout in the 1st metatarso-phalangeal (MTP) joint.
. After shortening scarf was done, we could achieve sufficient joint space (A; double-headed arrow) and improved range of motion of 1st metatarso-phalangeal joint compared to that of preoperative state. Passive dorsiflexion was improved after shortening at operation field (C) and follow-up (D) compared to that before shortening (B). Passive plantar flexion was improved after shortening at operation field (F) and follow-up (G) compared to that before shortening (E).
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